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Correction: In the previous issue, we failed 
to credit  Matthew Joseph Jones, MFA 
’18, for the Carpenter Wake mural titled 
“Professmore,” done in charcoal and acrylic, 
featured on p. 25.
To update your address or other contact 
information, email udalum@udallas.edu. 
Send comments, letters to the editor or other 
communications regarding this publication 
to Cliff Smith, University of Dallas, Office of 
Advancement, 1845 E. Northgate Dr., Irving, 
TX 75062; casmith@udallas.edu.
Tower magazine is published twice annually by 
the Office of Advancement for the University 
of Dallas community. Opinions in Tower 
magazine are those of the individual authors 
and do not necessarily reflect those of the 
university. Postmaster: Send address changes 
to Tower, Office of Advancement, 1845 E. 
Northgate Dr., Irving, TX 75062.
The university does not discriminate on the 
basis of sex in its programs and activities. Any 
person alleging to have been discriminated 
against in violation of Title IX may present 
a complaint to the Title IX coordinator. The 
coordinator assists in an informal resolution of 
the complaint or guides the complainant to the 
appropriate individual or process for resolving 
the complaint. The university has designated 
Sherry Dellinger, Ed.D., assistant vice president 
of student affairs, as the Title IX coordinator. 
She can be reached at 972-721-4045. The 
Human Resources Office is located on the first 
floor of Cardinal Farrell Hall, and the phone 
number is 972-721-5382.
© University of Dallas 2018. All rights reserved.
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Provided You Dance:   
How Liberal Arts Promote  
Human Flourishing
s the university searches for a new president, we all turn our hearts and minds to 
what it means to be in a year of transition. Transition can mean a lot of things: It 
can mean cleaning out, reordering what you choose to keep; it can mean re-eval-
uating, setting new goals and priorities. To some extent, we are doing all of these 
things; at the same time, we’re also taking a look at the type of society we would 
like to model here at the University of Dallas: What do people do? How do we all treat 
each other? The type of education we offer uniquely positions us to foster a particular 
culture in which we use our studies in poetry, in language — in the humanities and the 
sciences, the liberal arts as a whole — to create a civil, peaceful and balanced society, to 
promote human flourishing and the living of a full, good life. Further, we can practice the 
“Habits of Heart and Mind” put forth by our interim president, John Plotts, in which we 
confess our total dependence on God; honor the truth wherever it may lead us; advance a 
habitual and firm disposition to do the good; relate to each other in a spirit of collabora-
tion, transparency and trust; improve our listening; seek to serve others rather than to be 
served; and manifest Love — “Above all, Charity.”
And as Mr. Mehan implores the Dally in Mr. Mehan’s Mildly Amusing Mythical Mammals 
(see the cover story), the living of a full, good life also means appropriately balancing 
tragedy and comedy, seriousness and humor, which the liberal arts help us do: “O Dally, 
do not dally long, / nor by heart rehearse that Evol’s song! / On tears like his, still take no 
chance, / though you may weep, provided you dance!”
  W I N T E R  2 0 1 9    1
 
FEATURES
6
Science & Classical 
Resurgence
The sciences get a $300,000 scanning 
electron microscope, and a $1.09  
million grant expands UD’s Classical 
Education program.
10
Bursting the Bubble:  
The Liberal Arts in Action
Alumnus Matt Mehan maintains that 
poetry, including his book of mythical 
mammals, is necessary for the health of 
society; Professor Scott Churchill and 
Assistant Professor Deanna Soper, 
meanwhile, believe that studying real-life 
animals can teach us about being human.
18
Due Santi Rosso:   
The Inside Story
Alumnus Michael Housewright 
shares the backstory on the wine 
produced on UD’s beloved “Due Santi” 
Rome campus (Vineyard Manager Fabio 
Cinalli pictured left).
IN EACH ISSUE
2  UD360°
3  Trending
5  Heard on Campus
20  Diversions
9 & 22  Alumni News
22  Class Notes
25  Album
26  In Memoriam
ON THE COVER
The critically endangered vaquitas are 
the only real-life mammals featured in 
Mr. Mehan’s Mildly Amusing Mythical 
Mammals, and the only ones given a 
song rather than a poem: a lullaby to 
guide us through the sadness of their 
impending extinction.
Inside
2   T O W E R  M A G A Z I N E
PROMOTING BIBLICAL 
LITERACY.  This spring, the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
awarded the Ann and Joe O. Neuhoff 
School of Ministry a $24,050 grant 
to support the CCD’s goals of pro-
moting Catholic biblical literacy. This 
grant will fund a full scholarship for 
one bilingual student to complete a 
Master of Theological Studies with 
a concentration in biblical studies. 
Upon completion of the two-year 
program, the student will be qualified 
to teach in the school’s Escuela 
Catolica Biblica, providing Spanish 
language classes in biblical studies.
PROMOTING ENGLISH  
LITERACY.  “The everyday things I 
do can have a significant unseen im-
pact in the life of someone else,” said 
Maria Wasilewski, BA ’17, who volun-
teered in the Literacy Instruction for 
Texas program at St. Luke’s in Irving 
in spring 2016. Associate Professor 
of English Bernadette Waterman 
Ward, Ph.D., began volunteering in 
the program in 2013, recruiting UD 
students to join her when a shortage 
of volunteer teachers put the pro-
gram in jeopardy; she still volunteers 
along with one or two UD students 
each semester.
FANFARE-FREE RETIREMENT. 
This past summer, after almost five 
decades, the Cowan-Blakley Memori-
al Library’s Nettie Baker retired, step-
ping away with no fanfare from her 
role as mentor to students, faculty 
and staff. In June, Interim President 
John Plotts, Ed.D., awarded Baker 
the title of Associate Librarian Emer-
itus, for which she says she is “truly 
grateful and humbled.”
GOOGLE IT
Yeabkal Wubshit, BA ’20, earned the internship 
every computer science major dreams of: He spent 
last summer working on infrastructures for Google 
Service Accounts in Sunnyvale, California. “I was 
exposed to an extraordinarily vibrant culture where 
everyone is so passionate about and dedicated to what 
they do,” he said. Read more about his experience at 
udallas.edu/google-it.
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A SENSE OF ADVENTURE
Summer 
Programs for 
High-Schoolers
now a high-schooler with a 
sense of adventure and an ap-
preciation for new experiences 
and intellectual challenge? Send 
them to Rome next summer. (Or 
Irving. Whichever.)
Classical philology and philosophy 
double major Jason Schwartz, BA 
’22, who participated in Latin in Rome 
in 2017, recalls relationships developed 
not only with other students, but with 
professors: “On my second night in 
Rome I discussed Old English and An-
cient Greek with Dr. David Sweet, the 
chair of the Classics Department.”
Meanwhile, English major Marga-
ret Capizzi, BA ’19, attended Arete 
in Irving in 2014. Initially shy, she 
appreciated how “we broke into groups 
to talk about the lectures, and everyone 
came out of their shells to discuss truly 
interesting works with people who also 
saw their intrinsic value.”
+ 
Explore UD’s high 
school summer 
programs at 
udallas.edu/travel.
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+ Continuing Search
Curious about how the search for UD’s new 
president is going? Updates are posted at 
udallas.edu/presidential-search as they 
become available. Vice Chair of the Board 
of Trustees Richard Husseini, BA ’88, chairs 
the search committee.
+ Brilliance in Our 
 Hearts 
“The teacher is like [a] juggler: and her 
work is contra naturam, resisting the force 
of gravity,” said Professor of English Eileen 
Gregory, Ph.D., BA ’68, on May 4 after 
being named UD’s ninth Piper Professor 
by the Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation; 
this award is widely regarded as the most 
prestigious of its kind in the state. “That’s 
what our teaching, and all our talk about 
the reflective life, boils down to — efforts to 
keep brilliance in our hearts, to remember 
the lightness that is native to our spirit.”
Trending
+ The Givers
For the fourth consecutive year, UD 
benefactors bestowed more individual 
gifts than donors of any other North Texas 
college or university on North Texas Giving 
Day. Nearly 600 alumni, parents, faculty, 
staff and friends gave — a 45 percent 
increase over last year’s number of gifts, 
raising over $150,000. 
+ Philosopher King 
Professor of Philosophy Robert (Bob) 
Wood, Ph.D., received the 2018 Aquinas 
Medal, the greatest honor available to 
a Catholic philosopher in the U.S., from 
the American Catholic Philosophical 
Association. Past recipients include some 
of the greatest Catholic philosophers of 
the 20th century, such as Pope St. John 
Paul II. “Bob Wood is a wonder. In his 
teaching and in his writing, he leads us 
into the heart of reality, calling attention 
to the correspondence of that reality with 
our own deepest depths,” said Associate 
Professor of Philosophy Chad Engelland, 
Ph.D. “His thought is complex because it 
is true, challenging because it is good, and 
inspiring because it is beautiful.”
4   T O W E R  M A G A Z I N E
UD READS
Building a Reading 
Community
UD Launches Reading Initiative, 
Partners with Local Schools
e are extremely excited about bringing this 
literacy initiative to the greater Dallas com-
munity,” said Dean of University Libraries 
and Research Cherie Hohertz of the new 
community reading initiative UD Reads. 
The novel chosen for the first UD Reads is 2015 Pu-
litzer winner All the Light We Cannot See, by Anthony 
Doerr. During the course of the 2018-19 academic 
year, UD will sponsor a series of lectures, art exhibits, 
panel discussions and other activities in association 
with the program, culminating in Anthony Doerr’s visit 
to campus as the 2019 Eugene McDermott lecturer.
As a component of UD Reads, students in the 
Diocese of Dallas, Irving ISD and select charter schools 
will read the novel as part of the 10th-grade curricu-
lum. UD’s Education Department will provide program-
ming and support to these local schools.
“With over 30 schools participating, more than 2,000 
middle and high school students will have the oppor-
tunity to read the novel and interact with UD through 
the McDermott Lecture and other campus program-
ming,” said Hohertz.
The McDermott Lecture will be held March 5, 2019, 
at the Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas.
+ 
Reserve your tickets 
at udallas.edu/
McDermott.
All the Light We Cannot 
See, a runaway New 
York Times bestseller, 
won the Pulitzer Prize 
for Fiction and the 
Carnegie Medal for 
Excellence in Fiction 
and was a finalist for the 
National Book Award.
While in town, Doerr will 
host a creative writing 
symposium, a luncheon 
talk (streamed live with 
spring Romers) on his 
book Four Seasons in 
Rome, a public lecture on 
“creative failure,” and the 
2019 McDermott Lecture.
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WHEN FORESIGHT IS 20/20
Still home to many students and referred to by 
its former name of “Old Mill,” the Tower Village 
apartment complex, located across Northgate 
Drive, helped increase UD’s endowment 27 percent 
thanks to a strategic investment decision 24 years 
ago. Learn how UD turned a $10 investment into 
$16 million at udallas.edu/foresight. 
“Where 
you start is 
not where 
you’re going 
to end up.”
“At the molecu-
lar level every 
single protein 
structure is 
unique in the 
human body.”
Doug Johnson, BA ’94, senior vice president 
of global human resources at Sabre, during the 
Leaders & Legends Speaker Series: “High-Flying 
Career: How to Land the Job, and Effective Leadership for 
Sustainable Growth.”
Marta May, 
executive vice 
president of people 
and inclusion at 
Freeman, during the 
Women in Business 
panel discussion titled “A 
Discussion on Imposter 
Syndrome and How to 
Overcome It.”
Elizabeth 
(Reisinger) 
Sprague, BS 
’93, senior 
investigator at 
Novartis, during 
this semester’s 
Clare Boothe 
Luce Lecture, 
“Molecular 
Biophysics in 
Drug Discovery.”
Kai Axford, 
MBA ’09, informa-
tion security officer 
at Trintech and adjunct 
professor of cybersecurity 
in UD’s Gupta College 
of Business, during the 
Cybersecurity Talk Show in 
mid-October titled 
“Securing Your 
Weakest 
Link.”
HEARD ON CAMPUS
As UD fosters intellectual 
and moral virtues in the 
pursuit of a classical, liberal 
education, on-campus 
events provide a number of 
opportunities for students 
to glean insights from some 
of the top experts in their 
fields. Here’s a snapshot of 
what they heard:
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MARKS OF EXCELLENCE.  As 
students flourish under the guidance 
of UD’s esteemed faculty, so too does 
the national reputation of the univer-
sity. UD recently earned its placement 
among the country’s best higher ed-
ucation institutions with its inclusion 
in The Princeton Review’s 2019 “The 
Best 384 Colleges,” “America's Top 
Colleges” by Forbes magazine and 
the “Best Colleges for Your Money” by 
Money magazine. 
FAITHFUL UNITY. “The Dallas 
Ministry Conference was another 
great success this year,” said 
Neuhoff School of Ministry Dean 
Ted Whapham. “We had a wonderful 
keynote address from Father Torres, 
who spoke about five principles of 
reform from the life of St. Francis of 
Assisi.” Save the date for the 13th 
Annual Ministry Conference, to be 
held at the Irving Convention Center 
on Oct. 10-12, 2019.
DALLAS 500. Gupta College of 
Business Dean Brett J. L. Landry was 
named to the “Dallas 500,” a special 
edition of D CEO that celebrates the 
most influential business leaders of 
North Texas. Aside from being the 
business college’s chief academic 
officer since 2016, the information 
technology veteran is a professor of 
cybersecurity — and even a “certified 
ethical hacker.”
CORPORATE PARTNERS. 
UD’s Office of Corporate Relations 
and Partnerships formed partner-
ships with the India Association of 
North Texas (IANT) and The Study 
USA, providing these organizations’ 
members with special tuition benefits 
for graduate programs and continuing 
education certificates.PH
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Father Patrick 
(“Pat”) Madden, 
adjunct professor 
of biblical studies in 
the Neuhoff School 
of Ministry, during 
this semester’s 
Fall Reflection 
Day seminar titled 
“Learning as a 
Spiritual Exercise.”
“Just be smart. Know where you’re 
putting your data. Know that you 
have rights.”
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W.M. Keck Foundation 
Grant Expands 
Opportunities for 
Students, Faculty “As the electron beam travels through the 
air, electrons will collide with gas molecules 
and lower the quality of the image. To mini-
mize this, the entire system is placed under a 
vacuum,” said Steinmiller.
In the summer of 2018, UD received a 
$300,000 grant from the W.M. Keck Founda-
tion to purchase the SEM, which will support 
teaching and research for both faculty and 
students at the nanoscale (10-9 m) level. 
A few years back, in summer 2013, Olivia 
(LaFond) Seitz, BS ’14, witnessed firsthand 
the advantages of engaging faculty and 
students from other disciplines of science. 
While completing a research experience 
for undergraduates at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Seitz participated in a 
weekly cross-disciplinary seminar to discuss 
one topic of interest. Upon returning to UD’s 
Irving campus, Seitz approached Professor 
of Physics and Interim Dean of Constantin 
College Sally Hicks, Ph.D.: “We need a course 
like this at UD,” she told Hicks. 
In order to teach students the value 
of investigating scientific questions in a 
cross-disciplinary way, UD’s biology, chemis-
try and physics faculty designed a one-credit 
laboratory course (Integrated Science 
Lab: The Color Blue) to begin to meet the 
challenge of introducing cross-disciplinary 
experiences to students. The color blue was 
chosen as the theme of the course, because 
the color blue is unique in nature; animals 
are able to achieve brilliant blue colors even 
though there are no known blue pigments in 
animals, birds or insects. 
Previously, students were unable to make 
measurements at the nanoscale level — the 
dimension necessary for studying the struc-
tures leading to the beautiful blues seen, for 
example, in morpho butterfly wings. 
“We looked across UD’s science disciplines 
to find one common focus of study: light,” 
explained Steinmiller. 
In the analysis of everything from chromo-
somes to gunshot residue, the SEM will help 
develop students as scientists, enhancing the 
student experience in UD’s labs and research. 
“We’re always training the next generation of 
scientists,” explained Soper and Steinmiller, 
neither of whom had the opportunity to work 
with an SEM until graduate school. “Whether 
they’re going into graduate school, medical 
school or industry — they’ll be leaps and 
bounds ahead of others by having already 
had experience with an SEM.”
Huddled in a small room on the second 
floor of UD’s Haggerty Science Center in 
mid-November, Associate Professor of 
Chemistry Ellen Steinmiller, Ph.D., seized 
the opportunity to share the university’s new-
ly acquired scanning electron microscope 
(SEM) with campus visitors. Two computer 
monitors in front of a small control panel 
to the right of the SEM display an array of 
typographic colors. 
“Instead of using light, we’re using elec-
trons to look at really small particles,” said 
Steinmiller, a materials chemist who studies 
the architecture of synthesized materials. 
As another group of Odyssey Day visitors 
entered the microscopy room, Assistant 
Professor of Biology Deanna Soper, Ph.D., 
placed a freshwater New Zealand snail on 
a specimen tray inside the SEM. As she 
explained, the SEM captures detailed images 
necessary for quantifying structural changes 
such as the stages of evolution; these 
images are not consistently achievable with 
a regular light microscope. 
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Integral to UD’s mission is the commit-
ment to nurturing lives dedicated to virtue, 
to servant leadership, to entrepreneurship, to 
engaged citizenship and to sound, circum-
spect judgment. And this year, as many as 
100 classical school teachers will receive 
scholarships as UD intensifies its efforts 
within the classical education arena. Under 
this program, the university is also hiring two 
new tenure-track faculty members, each 
devoted to one of two programs in the Braniff 
Graduate School of Liberal Arts — namely, 
the Alternative Teacher Certification program 
and the Classical Education program. 
These recent expansion efforts are thanks 
to a grant from the Charles Koch Foundation, 
which supports research and educational 
programs in areas such as criminal justice 
and policing reform, free expression, foreign 
policy, economic opportunity and innovation. 
$1.09 Million Grant 
Expands UD’s Classical 
Education Program
“Education has the power to transform lives, 
and teachers are at the heart of it,” said the 
foundation’s Director of Educational Partner-
ships Brennan Brown. “UD is innovating to 
provide access to high-quality education and 
certificate opportunities.”
“While earning potential and technical 
skills are important, education should consid-
er the ends that inform a full and meaningful 
life,” explained Assistant Dean of the Braniff 
Graduate School, Graduate Director of Classi-
cal Education, and Assistant Professor of Hu-
manities Matthew Post, Ph.D. “This program 
... will include proven pedagogical approach-
es used by teachers who focus on the liberal 
arts, core knowledge and character.”
Two years ago, the Braniff Graduate 
School, which provides a variety of master’s 
and doctoral programs, piloted the first grad-
uate-level classical education concentration 
within its Humanities program. Subsequently, 
UD’s Education Department started offering 
graduate certificates and degrees within 
Braniff aimed primarily at teachers in public 
and diocesan schools. Now, in collaboration 
with the Humanities and Classical Education 
Concentration program, UD’s Education 
Department will offer an Alternative Certifi-
cation program, which will integrate classical 
pedagogy, for aspiring K-12 teachers who 
already have their bachelor’s degrees.
“We want all children to be in programs 
that appropriately address their educational 
needs,” said Associate Professor of Education 
Janette Boazman, Ph.D. “For an increasing 
number of students, the classical education 
curriculum in a virtue-based and content-rich 
environment provides an appropriate educa-
tional setting for developing deep, meaningful 
knowledge, experiences of personal and 
academic success, and movement toward 
the achievement of a more virtuous, unified 
and happy life.”
UD’s Classical Education program will 
persist in upholding and enriching the ideals 
of the university by preparing teachers at 
all levels of primary education, from kinder-
garten through 12th grade, with a focus on 
classical and content-rich environments. 
“This program will strengthen our commit-
ment to helping teachers and promoting 
excellence in K-12 education, thereby serving 
our communities and ultimately, we hope, the 
entire country,” said Post.
“UD has something to offer that no 
one else can, especially the collaborative 
relationship between the Classical Education 
program and the Education Department,” 
said Braniff Graduate School Dean Joshua 
Parens, Ph.D.
+ 
Read more about UD’s 
growth in Classical 
Education at udallas.
edu/classical-ed.
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RESEARCH PULSE
How to Impact 
People, Profit 
and Planet
The Intersection of Sustainability 
and Mindfulness
ustainability. It’s become a pervasive buzzword. 
For many people, the word elicits thoughts of re-
cycling cans and bottles, lining the roof with solar 
panels or buying eco-friendly products.
While these are indeed all sustainable practices, 
Associate Professor of Management Richard Peregoy, 
D.P.S., provides a more comprehensive definition: “To 
me, sustainability simply means leaving the Earth and all 
sentient beings in a better place than how I found them, 
in every way, shape and form.”
Peregoy and Associate Professor Greg Bell, Ph.D., 
along with Eleftheria Egel, D.B.A., Ph.D., have 
been researching the intersection of sustainability and 
mindfulness in order to gather insights into how  
leaders can foster environmentally responsible thinking  
in their organizations.
“Mindfulness is awareness of the present. And the 
present state of the environment is unsustainable,” 
said Peregoy. “The fully allocated social costs of 
unsustainability remain largely avoided. This cannot 
continue indefinitely.”
There’s a growing understanding of the scarcity of the 
world’s resources, but there’s also a growing understand-
ing of the positive role organizations can play in pro-
moting sustainable business practices. Peregoy, Egel and 
Bell’s research highlights the important role that business 
leaders must play in long-term sustainability. 
So how do leaders practice environmentally responsible 
thinking and activity in their organizations?
1. Implement Mindfulness
Mindfulness, which includes awareness of one’s self 
and surroundings, offers leaders the opportunity to assess 
their values, giving them space and time to realign their 
personal and professional values. Mindfulness helps you 
come to an understanding of your own values, without 
those values being imposed on you. Mindfulness has also 
been shown to increase empathy, compassion and the 
ability to relate to others. People in management and 
leadership who practice mindfulness are more likely to 
pursue goals that benefit all – people and environment.
2. Redefine Company Values
Historically, solving business problems has been defined 
in terms of dollars and cents. What’s the net profit? What’s 
the impact on the stock price? Instead, truly sustainable 
decisions will be evaluated based on impacts to people, 
profit and planet – the “3P” model. Organizations leading 
the charge in sustainable business practices, such as 
Whole Foods, have already adopted such models and 
have not only seen positive impacts on their employees 
and customers, but in their profitability as well. 
3. Align Leadership Education 
A company’s leadership team plays an important role 
in shaping that company’s culture and values. Values 
are the basis of our culture, and even on an individual 
level, a strong leader in an organization can knowingly 
or unknowingly impose values on the employees and the 
company as a whole.
Leadership training and education need to reflect the 
shift from a focus solely on profits to a holistic focus on a 
more sustainable business model. Business schools play 
a pivotal role in shaping the future generation of leaders. 
This is why Peregoy and Bell’s sustainability research has 
already impacted their classrooms at UD. 
“We feel that education plays a key role in growing 
sustainability,” said Peregoy. “Being here and teaching at 
UD, our smaller class size helps facilitate an environment 
where we can have a dialogue that addresses important 
questions such as, ‘What can I do to improve our world?’ 
‘How can we influence the ecology where we work?’ and 
‘How do our values influence our decisions?’” 
Beginning this fall, each of Peregoy’s classes incorpo-
rated sustainable business applications that encourage 
leaders and managers to use mindfulness to pursue 
business decisions based on the impact to people, profit 
and planet.
CONNECTOR. 
Associate Professor 
of Management 
Richard Peregoy, 
D.P.S., uses his 
research on 
mindfulness and 
spirituality to build 
bridges across 
cultures, religions 
and political 
orientations.
+ 
Learn more about 
sustainability research 
at udallas.edu/
sustainability.
PH
O
TO
S:
 J
U
ST
IN
 S
CH
W
AR
TZ
, K
AI
TL
YN
 C
H
AI
KO
W
SK
Y,
 A
N
TH
O
N
Y 
M
AZ
U
R
, D
AN
IE
L 
PA
TY
R
AK
.
U D 3 6 0 o
  W I N T E R  2 0 1 9    9
1 Professional actor and alumnus 
David Novinski, BA ’94, performs 
as Prospero with current students 
Bernadette Roden, BA ’20, and 
Charles Mihaliak, BA ’22, in a 
staged reading of The Tempest.
2 The keynote speaker, Scott 
Newstok of Rhodes College, 
discussed “Love, Hate, and 
the Islands in Between: Othello 
and The Tempest.” At Rhodes, 
Newstok teaches literature of the 
English Renaissance as well as 
education, film, humanities, lyric 
poetry and rhetoric.
1
2
A L U M N I  N E W S
FUTURE TEACHER 
CARRIES ON UD’S 
FULBRIGHT LEGACY
Catherine Blume, BA ’18, first 
became fascinated by Czech fairy 
tales as a child listening to the 
stories of her art teacher, a Czech 
immigrant. This school year, living 
in Prostějov, Czech Republic, and 
teaching at a K-12 Catholic school 
there, she hopes to incorporate 
these fairy tales, as well as their 
American counterparts, to instill 
in her students an appreciation of 
culture — both their own and that 
of the U.S.
Blume, an English major with a 
French concentration (and, inciden-
tally, the Class of 2018’s valedicto-
rian), credits Assistant Professor 
of French and French Program 
Director Jason Lewallen, Ph.D., 
and others on UD’s Fulbright com-
mittee with helping her become 
UD’s 38th Fulbright recipient. She 
credits her Rome semester with 
instilling in her a love of travel.
After this year, Blume plans to 
pursue a master’s degree in Slavic 
languages and literatures, which 
she hopes will inspire and inform 
a career teaching high school in 
the U.S.
“Through my writing and my teach-
ing, I hope to make the wealth of 
Czech culture a little more accessi-
ble to young people in the U.S.,” she 
said. “Perhaps I’ll inspire in my own 
students a love for the literature of 
this nation in the same way that 
my art teacher did for me.”
IMAGINATION CAPTURED
Hobnobbing 
with the Bard
Third Biennial   
Shakespeare Conference
he first weekend of October, campus filled with 
sights and sounds of the Bard, with profes-
sors, teachers, theater professionals, graduate 
students and high school actors flocking to a 
conference focused on Shakespeare’s The Tem-
pest and Othello. Those in attendance had the opportu-
nity to participate in discussions on these plays or watch 
a monologue competition for students from area high 
schools who attended master classes taught by Universi-
ty of Dallas professors and Shakespeare Dallas perform-
ing artists. Then each student chose a Shakespearean 
soliloquy or sonnet to deliver in 60-90 seconds without 
book or costume. 
“Professor Scott Crider and Dean Josh Parens 
worked hard to get off the ground an ambitious con-
ference, one that would serve professors, high school 
teachers, the local theater community, and our students, 
both undergraduates and graduates, with the goal that it 
would become the largest and most important Shake-
speare conference in the South and Southwest,” said 
Associate Professor of English Andrew Moran, BA ’91 
MA ’99 PhD ’04. 
“We’re on our way to fulfilling that 
goal and look forward to the fourth bi-
ennial conference in the fall of 2020.”
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BURSTING
From poetry to science (which is, by the way, also 
a liberal art), from mythical mammals to real-life 
inhabitants of the city zoo, UD alumni, students and 
faculty are using the foundation forged here in the 
classroom — in the “UD bubble,” understood in a 
positive sense as a sacred place of learning 
— to go out into the greater world 
and make profound inroads into 
nourishing culture.
the
Bubble
The Liberal Arts in Action
Moving Beyond the Classroom to Effect
Real Change in the World
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BURSTING
The Liberal Arts in Action
A Path to Peace
For three-time UD alumnus Matt Mehan, BA ’00 MA ’09 PhD 
’14, the premise is really quite simple: The liberal arts, and 
specifically poetry, help give us the tools we need to combat 
the forces of sloth and sadness.
“Poetry is civically important for a healthy and happy society,” 
said Mehan. “In other words, a healthy politics requires a 
healthy poetics.”
On Sept. 27 on UD’s Irving campus, Mehan discussed these 
ideas in a lecture titled “Christian Humanism for the 21st 
Century: The Poetic Arts of Liberty,” sponsored by the English 
Department and the Center for Thomas More Studies. He ex-
plored how in mythology and poetry, images of the good form 
our characters, teaching us to be more loving and to govern 
our passions; if, he said, we do not learn to deal with beauty in 
communion and love with others, then “we end up shouting at 
each other on Twitter.”
“Poetry and rhetoric actually hone and shape you toward the 
art of friendship, so that you really know how to be a friend,” 
he said. “You learn to give support, delight, comfort, counsel. 
The arts of peace are designed to teach people how to gently 
talk to one another, move each other with beauty toward the 
good; part of that is learning how to use language really well, 
learning what kind of image will move your friend to the good 
or what kinds of words will really resonate with the person — 
what kinds of words are going to really communicate truly how 
much I care about you or how much I’m worried about you 
(or how much I’m worried about you but I don’t want you to 
actually see that because if you think I’m panicked, you won’t 
like what I have to say).”
Mehan, along with his dear friend and illustrator John Folley, 
published a book of poetry intended ostensibly for readers 
ages 8-12 — but really meant, Mehan says, “as a Family Book” 
with something “for all ages: littles, middles and adults.” 
In Mr. Mehan’s Mildly Amusing Mythical Mammals, Mehan 
presents two mythical creatures, the Dally and his fat, 
floating friend the Blug. These friends travel through 
an alphabet of paintings, poems and puzzles, fending 
off forces of sadness through friendship, wit and 
wisdom — learning to govern their spirits and love 
their fellow mammals. 
In discussing how he arrived at the book’s title, 
Mehan explained: “‘Mr.’ — it’s formal. Formal poetry 
is in this book, and it’s important that things have a 
form. Also, I’m a ‘Dr.,’ but it’s ‘Mr.’ because sometimes 
it's better to put things just simply and beautifully rather 
than technically and accurately at all times.” 
He specifically wanted his name in the title because he wanted 
it to be an act of friendship.
“I wanted to be that hokey,” he said. “Here’s the book; this is for 
you. I actually think that's a theme in the book. It’s also a really 
important part of the liberal arts.”
Another important part of the liberal arts, and of poetry, is that 
they develop your wit, teaching you to identify false images — 
false gods, as it were.
“In Greek myth, false gods were born,” said Mehan. “They 
were captivating and good and shed light on things, but they 
were also perilous. Myths can mislead. You can be misled by 
literature if you’re not careful.” Poets, he explained, must be like 
snake handlers because images, if you mishandle them, can 
harm us with their bite.
As Horace said, poets must both delight and instruct. It’s nec-
essary to amuse one’s audience (note the “muse” in “amuse”) 
and by doing so somehow to render “complex matter, scientific 
and philosophical knowledge, palatable and understandable — 
complexity made easier through image.” 
“It’s the combination of weighty things with light things,” said 
Mehan. “Whimsy with an eye to transcendence and a purpose. 
And yet it’s fun, leisurely and delightful. Poetry is not all busi-
ness. Finally, poetry does teach you about causes, although 
it’s mysterious, perilous and requires a lot of clever wit and 
practice not to be misled and to see things rightly. Poetry trains 
your wit, and that's good.”
Further, poetry in this way helps guard against sadness. “It’s 
called sloth,” explained Mehan. “The sadness that rises in you 
when faced with the good and arduous things you have to do 
to get that good, whatever it is.”
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“It’s good to have tragedy,
but also to be able to have a comic 
view of the entire cosmos.”
Mehan is a poet, teacher, 
musician and, of course, mammal. 
He teaches at The Heights School 
and at Hillsdale College’s Kirby 
Center in Washington, D.C., where 
he lives with his wife, Molly, 
and their own not-so-mythical 
mammals, seven children who 
love nature and their dad’s 
bedtime stories.
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In Mr. Mehan’s Mammals, the Dally “dances dry.”
“The Dally, he’s dodging every raindrop,” said Mehan. “He 
is not encountering any difficulties, not getting wet, not 
getting splashed by these little worlds. Each of these 
[raindrops] looks like a little world, and they’re not hitting 
him. He’s dodging the world’s troubles.”
This dodging of the Dally’s is a form of sloth, a form of 
sadness, not engaging the world and not doing the good 
(yet arduous) things he needs to do in order to live fully 
and well. The book centers on the Dally, with the help of 
the Blug, learning to engage, to stop dodging the trou-
bles of this life and to engage them with zeal and good 
cheer, despite the pain and the rain.
The book also shows tragic characters: “The Nolle and 
the Evol don’t know how to talk to themselves properly; 
they use images that wind up being false because 
they indulged the tragic sensibility in the wrong way,” 
said Mehan. “It is good to have some tragedies to see 
how things could go wrong, and when you're on top 
of the world, to remember how with one false move 
things could go wrong; stay calm, don't get giddy and 
over-elated, keep real so when something bad happens, 
you’re not shocked and horrified.”
To use tragedy well, one has to use comedy well. True 
comedy (not slapstick but the kind with wit behind it) 
grounds us and leads us through and beyond sadness 
and tragedy.
“It’s good to have tragedy, but also to be able to have a 
comic view of the entire cosmos,” said Mehan.
We live in a “comfortable” age, but we are far from 
immune to sadness.
“Quite frankly with regard to social media (so-called social 
media), all the anxiety and loneliness people are facing, I 
thought that sadness was a very important theme to address 
throughout,” said Mehan. “And I wanted to do it with a bunch of 
cheerful, happy, ridiculous mammals.” 
One of Mehan’s mammals is not in fact mythical; the vaquita is 
certainly real but almost extinct. 
“I knew about this endangered species, and I wanted this to be 
the final challenge of sadness: extinction,” explained Mehan. 
“Something that can’t be brought back. Death is the final 
challenge of sadness — something gone forever that you can’t 
get back.”
He didn’t originally intend for the vaquita’s poem to become a 
song, but circumstance intervened to find him at home with his 
sick 2-year-old in the project’s 11th hour.
“And I knew I was stuck all day, holding my kid,” said Mehan. 
“So what did I do? I started humming a lullaby. And I thought, 
I can work! So I started just reconstructing the poem as a 
lullaby with my family. And over the course of a whole day, I 
had shaped and framed what winds up being the only song 
in the book, and that for the only live mammal — it's the only 
living song. It’s much more lively than just the written word. 
It’s actually alive with song, and so it complements the living 
mammal very well. And it is a lament. It is asking, ‘Las vaquitas, 
o so beautiful ladies; tell me true, las vaquitas, where are your 
babies?’ And it is lamenting the loss of children. It was totally 
the grace of God that this song happened.”
Mehan offers up this lullaby to a dying species, his book of 
poetry to a culture sorely in need of its counsel and the tools it 
can give us to guard against war and sadness. Not to do battle, 
exactly, because poetry, and liberal arts, provide us rather with 
a path to peace.
“Learning how to use words well is a very important part of 
peace,” he said. “Otherwise you resort to manipulation, propa-
ganda of the negative sort. You try to box people in and brain-
wash them, gaslight them, Twitter mob attack them, whatever 
it is, and if you don’t know the available means of persuasion, 
if you don't have these arts of poetry and rhetoric, you look 
around and say, ‘I don’t have any instruments, so let’s get the 
sword and the hammer and just start beating on people.’”
This is also why the type of education UD provides is so crucial 
to the well-being of society. “Coming to UD, reading up and 
seeing all these things, you realize, ‘Whoa, nobody knows this 
stuff; nobody’s doing this work,’” said Mehan. “I felt more and 
more responsible because of coming here.”
“Wake up!” he exhorted us, finally. “There are bad people who 
write bad books. Fashion your good mother wit! Read poetry, 
go to UD!”
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Animal Kingdom
Meanwhile, outside the fictional world of Mr. Mehan’s Mildly 
Amusing Mythical Mammals, UD’s study of mammals and 
other life-forms is growing; the number of science majors 
has expanded over 100 percent since 2005, with biology 
ranking as the second most popular undergraduate major. 
Also, UD has grown a partnership with the Dallas Zoo, 
through Assistant Professor of Biology Deanna Soper, Ph.D., 
and Professor of Psychology Scott Churchill, Ph.D., provid-
ing students with unique opportunities for contributing to an 
often undervalued field of science by studying the behavior 
of animals. 
During Soper’s first semester at UD in fall 2016, she and 
Churchill participated in a faculty book discussion on the 
history and philosophy of science. The book they discussed 
was Are We Smart Enough to Know How Smart Animals Are? 
by Frans de Waal, professor of psychology at Emory Univer-
sity and one of the world's leading primatologists. 
“For most of the last century, science was overly cautious 
and skeptical about the intelligence of animals,” wrote de 
Waal. But how exactly do we measure the IQ of animals? Bi-
ologists have long sought to unravel the mystery of animal 
― and human ― intelligence. 
The science of evolutionary biology began to 
unfold with Charles Darwin’s 1859 pub-
lication On the Origin of Species, but one 
could trace the study of animal behavior 
back to the father of natural history and bi-
ology, Aristotle, who developed one of the first 
hierarchical systems for classifying organisms, 
Scala Naturae or “Great Chain of Being.” Aristotle is 
best known, of course, as a philosopher.
As adorable as these meerkats are, 
our conversations are about other 
mammals too. In the spirit of further 
collaboration with the Dallas Zoo, UD 
recently welcomed the world’s leading 
cheetah expert and conservationist, 
Laurie Marker, Ph.D., founder and 
executive director of the Cheetah 
Conservation Fund (CCF), who gave 
a lecture titled “Cheetahs & Humans: 
Sharing a Landscape,” about her work 
rescuing the world’s fastest land 
mammal from extinction.
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In the arena of the liberal arts, then, biology plays an essen-
tial role in introducing students to the ways in which science 
augments the development of Western tradition and an 
understanding of our own existence. As Soper, a biologist, and 
Churchill, a psychologist, contemplated de Waal’s book and 
began working together, they recognized that there was a lot of 
overlap in their disciplines, with one studying the more biologi-
cal aspects of animals and the other their minds. 
The following year, in fall 2017, UD’s Biology and Psychology 
Departments began forming relationships with the Dallas Zoo 
and the Fort Worth Zoo, with Soper and Churchill taking class 
trips to both zoological parks. “It was during these discussions 
while lecturing in front of the animals with our students that 
we realized this was really powerful: We had this interdisciplin-
ary discussion, and I would view things a certain way and Dr. 
Churchill would view things a little differently, so the students 
would then see these differences in viewpoint on the same 
animal,” said Soper. 
“Animal behavior is a unique hard science in that you begin 
with qualitative data collection first by describing the animals’ 
various behaviors,” she added. “Then we create an ethogram 
with a list of clearly defined behaviors. Once we’ve collected 
these observations, we begin to quantify these behaviors. 
We move from qualitative to quantitative within these animal 
behavior studies.”
UD senior biology major Cristal Lopez, BS ’19, and recent alum-
na Swalem Kunz, BS ’18, both interned at the Dallas Zoo this 
past summer. As part of her research, Lopez observed the be-
havioral relationships of the zoo’s slender-tailed meerkats. “The 
Dallas Zoo had never collected animal behavioral research on 
meerkats before,” said Soper.
Interestingly, the meerkats cohabitate in the same environment 
as a creep of tortoises for a large part of the year, except during 
the winter when the tortoises relocate inside. While visiting 
the shared reptile-mammal exhibit, Lopez asked herself: “How 
does the meerkat interact with the tortoises? Does their behav-
ior change at all?”
By mid-July, Lopez began applying the knowledge of her 
discipline to conduct observational research on the behavioral 
relationships of meerkats. To investigate her initial questions 
further, she conducted routine observations every other day, 
testing her endurance of 100-plus-degree temperatures. Lopez 
carefully noted each interaction in three-minute intervals on 
an iPad using a program called Zoo Monitor, which helped 
pinpoint the exact locations of the meerkats in their habitat. 
“In those intervals, I would record their behavior and location 
at that time. I made a map of the habitat as well, which I input 
into the program so that I was able to record their locations,” 
said Lopez. “Basically, this research allows me to observe their 
behaviors — anything from resting to sunbathing.”
In November, Lopez was one of eight UD biology majors who 
gathered at the Dallas Zoo for an independent behavioral 
analysis project under the guidance of Soper. Each student 
selected one animal to study. Churchill also taught an under-
graduate primate studies course this fall in partnership with 
the Dallas Zoo. 
“These classes and professors helped build me into the biolo-
gist I am today,” said Kunz, who now works at both the Sea Life 
Aquarium in Grapevine and the Dallas Zoo as a conservation 
interpreter. “My philosophy courses made it clear to me that 
not everything that exists needs to be seen or understood. In 
my case, this would be an animal’s perspective on the world 
and their own existence.” 
“No animal will have the same experiences — and no animal 
will be identical to the other even when they're the same spe-
cies,” she added. “Animals have different characteristics and 
personalities, which in my field must be recognized; by doing 
so, we are able to adapt, provide a personalized treatment 
and handle each animal accordingly. This ensures a safe and 
healthy environment for both the animals and us.” 
From Las Vaquitas to Meerkats
Through poetry and imagination and the made-up creatures 
who sometimes embody these things, we cultivate friendship; 
we learn to treat each other well. Through studying the behav-
ior of meerkats, tortoises and monkeys, both psychologically 
and biologically, we learn more about ourselves as human an-
imals. In both and all cases, 
this liberal arts educa-
tion has been crucial 
to providing the 
skills, tools and 
wherewithal 
to both do 
this work and 
to make it 
count — to get 
books of poet-
ry into homes 
and hearts, 
and research 
into the hands 
of those who 
can put it to its 
best use.
“These classes and professors helped build 
me into the biologist I am today.”
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This past summer, UD’s Cybersecurity Program 
Director Sandra Blanke, Ph.D., was approached by one 
of her current graduate students, Ellen M. Sturgeon, MS '22, 
about an opportunity to get more women involved in cyber-
security. This conversation led to the creation of the George 
S. Sturgeon Cybersecurity Scholarship for second-year 
female cybersecurity students.
This scholarship, provided by Ellen Sturgeon and her family, 
was created in memory of her father, the late cybersecurity 
professional George S. Sturgeon, and includes matching 
funds from Fidelity Investments. George Sturgeon dedi-
cated 30 years of his career to information assurance as a 
diplomat for the U.S. Department of State. His work took him 
to American embassies worldwide as he collaborated with 
his colleagues domestically and internationally to secure 
classified data. 
In a predominantly male industry, Sturgeon's family is proud 
to inspire and encourage women to take on a cybersecurity 
career in honor of his legacy and memory.
“My father would be honored to have his name attached to 
a scholarship that promotes the advancement of women in 
cybersecurity through the University of Dallas’ outstanding 
program,” said Ellen Sturgeon. “This is an exciting time to be 
a part of this industry, and I couldn't ask for a stronger part-
nership than with UD’s cyber faculty. I am proud to turn this 
into an annual scholarship and look forward to many years 
of making an impact for women in this program.”
The George S. Sturgeon 
Cybersecurity Scholarship 
for Women
2002
MBA program with Information 
Assurance concentration launched.
Program designated a National 
Center of Academic Excellence 
(CAE) in Cybersecurity Education  
by the National Security Agency 
and the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.
2003
MBA with Information Assurance 
concentration made available 100 
percent online.
2006
30-hour M.S. in Cybersecurity 
created to meet growing need for 
cybersecurity professionals in the 
DFW area.
2008
Certified Information Systems 
Security Professional (CISSP) 
training classes introduced.
2011
Information Assurance officially 
changed to Cybersecurity.
2012
MBA and M.S. in Cybersecurity 
programs are AACSB-accredited.
2014
Program reaccredited as a National 
Center of Academic Excellence 
(CAE) in Cyber Defense Education 
by the National Security Agency 
and the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.
2015
Sandra Blanke, Ph.D., appointed 
Cybersecurity program director.
2017
UD’s Cybersecurity program  
ranked in top five of Best 
College’s Best Online Master's in 
Cybersecurity Programs.
2018
The George S. Sturgeon 
Cybersecurity Scholarship for 
Women launched.
+ 
Learn more 
about the George 
S. Sturgeon 
Cybersecurity 
Scholarship at 
udallas.edu/
sturgeon.
UD’s CYBERSECURITY
TIMELINE
“By making this scholarship available, 
Ellen and Fidelity Investments are making 
an important contribution to increasing 
the educational opportunities for women 
in cybersecurity.”  – Sandra Blanke
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DUE 
SANTI 
ROSSO
The Inside Story
By Michael Housewright, BA ’96
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SERVING YOUNG PEOPLE
ine became an integral part of my life while 
I was bumming around the Rome campus at 
Due Santi in 1995. I had already had my Rome 
semester in the fall of 1992, but at age 21 and 
fresh from a Coca-Cola and iced tea upbring-
ing, wine did not take on my first go during 
that semester. However, on this return visit in 1995 and without the 
stress of academia and deadlines, I discovered dry Italian wine over 
a languid dinner at the famous Il Latini restaurant in Florence, and a 
subsequent meal in Rome that included my first bottle of the iconic 
Brunello di Montalcino.
I could not have known at that time, but wine has been inte-
gral to every professional decision I have made in my life since 
those glorious days in 1995.
Upon my return to Texas, I began working in wine retail fol-
lowed by years of private collection management for high net- 
worth individuals and then on to restaurants and finally to my 
current role as wine industry photographer and video producer 
working for major media outlets like Wine Enthusiast Mag-
azine. All in all, I have spent the past 23 years of my life 
eating, drinking and sharing the great stories of the wine 
world — all the while maintaining an intense focus on the 
wines of Italy. 
In 2011 a friend and future Rome assistant gifted me a 
few bottles of the University of Dallas' Due Santi Rosso. I 
remembered the vineyards on campus had been planted 
to white grapes, so it came as a surprise that UD was mak-
ing red wine. What was even more unexpected was that I 
liked it, a lot. The wine had grip and balance to go along 
with a beautiful nose of smoked meat and bright red fruit. 
I thought that certainly this delicious wine had been made 
with purchased fruit and not from the campus vines. When 
I learned that UD had replaced the white vineyard with red 
in 2003 and that this 2009 bottle was produced from cam-
pus grapes (Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon) and made by 
a serious Italian winemaker, I was intrigued. Why was this 
wine not available for sale? How had UD snuck a delicious wine under 
my nose? I was going to find out, and I did.
In 2012 I met Dr. Peter Hatlie, the director of the Rome Program, 
on a campus visit to show my wife where I had studied and fallen 
in love with wine and Italian life. Peter and I began a dialogue that 
would culminate in the opening of the United States wine market for 
the wine at Due Santi and the chance to share it with UD’s esteemed 
alumni, faculty and staff. In our first year of operations, we returned 
over $36,000 in revenue to the University of Dallas through the sale 
of Due Santi Rosso.
It had long been a dream of mine to be able to give something sig-
nificant back to UD after receiving such an exceptional education. 
Now, as we begin to offer our second vintage of Due Santi Rosso, I 
realize my education and experience in Italy and wine have uniquely 
prepared me to spearhead this program for my alma mater.
Of course, none of this would be possible without the team of 
outstanding professionals who manage the vineyards and make the 
wine. Due Santi Rosso is an IGP Red Wine of Lazio. In straightfor-
ward terms, it is a red wine produced from organic grapes in the Ital-
ian region of Lazio, home to the city of Rome and our campus. Our 
winemaker, Claudia Agrifani, has been with us since the decision was 
made to make a commercially viable wine and not merely something 
for campus consumption. Claudia hails from the region of Puglia and 
is also the consulting winemaker for some other outstanding labels 
in the area. As the quality of our farming has improved, Claudia 
has been able to show her talents in enology and continues to 
enhance our wine on a yearly basis. The exceptional 2016 vin-
tage will be shipping to the U.S. after Jan. 1, 2019. The 2015 is 
drinking beautifully after a year in bottle and is available now.
In 2018, we have added professional agronomist Stefano Dini 
to our team at Due Santi. In the U.S. we would refer to Stefano 
as a viticulturist. He oversees the vineyards and will be inte-
gral to the planned addition of further acres of vines plant-
ed to Cabernet Franc in the coming spring. Stefano is the 
agronomist for some of the top producers in Italy, including 
the great Girolamo Russo of Sicily. He and Claudia togeth-
er, along with our longtime vineyard manager Fabio Cinalli, 
make up a formidable team of talented wine professionals 
who have set out not only to make wine loved and appre-
ciated by the University of Dallas but to produce the most 
outstanding wine in the Lazio zone. 
The quality of our fruit is indicative of the fantastic soil 
upon which our campus rests. As many of you know, we 
built our campus at Due Santi over the ruins of the ancient 
Roman city of Bovillae. From artifacts found in digs in 
our area, it is clear that viticulture has been part of life at 
Due Santi for millennia. Our soil is mostly petrified volca-
nic ash, which lends itself to a high acid structure in the 
fruit and gobs of tasty minerals to raise the pH and balance 
the finished wines. The soil makeup and climate lend themselves to 
the production of Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon and are ideal for 
the upcoming planting of Cabernet Franc. We age Due Santi Rosso 
in small oak and older large barrels. We believe balancing the wood 
and fruit allows the wine to marry better with foods and also fosters 
longevity for cellaring. We have made refinements in the vineyards 
and the cellar, and improved techniques across all phases. I think, like 
me, you will be surprised by the quality of this brilliant product, and 
considering that every bottle sold returns a portion of the proceeds to 
UD and the Rome Program, you will see why this has the potential to 
be a sizable revenue stream for UD for many years.
Due Santi Rosso 2015 and 2016 are available at duesantirosso.
com or at Lamberti’s restaurant in Las Colinas.
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Purple Lamb 
Fiber Arts
The Maker: Carla (Clark) Han-
son, BA ’94, a one-time French ma-
jor and the mother of three current 
UD students, sells handspun and 
hand-dyed yarn and fiber. In true UD 
fashion, much of the yarn features 
literary themes.
In a Nutshell: Hanson’s recent  
creations include yarn collections 
inspired by Moby-Dick, The Odyssey 
and the heroines of Jane Austen. She 
combines delightful colorways with 
soft luxury yarn and fiber and tends 
to have a lot of repeat customers.
Start Shopping: Visit  
purplelambfiberarts.com to peruse 
Hanson’s shop and sign up for her 
weekly newsletter for secret sales, 
tutorials and interviews with talent-
ed pattern designers.
Shepherd the Musical
The Writer: Hayden Head, PhD ’98, retired 
last year from the College of the Ozarks. In collab-
oration with composer/musician Stan Beard, he 
has written a musical based on The Shepherd of the 
Hills, the first American novel to sell over a million 
copies.
In a Nutshell: According to the website, this 
“new and compelling retelling of Harold Bell 
Wright’s bestselling novel” invites the audience 
“back to a world that’s green and rugged, a world 
that’s honest and close to the bone, a world of 
loyalty, betrayal and forgiveness.”
Start Experiencing: A concert reading was pre-
sented in New York City on Oct. 12. Visit facebook.
com/shepherdthemusical for information about 
future performances and to support this project.
The Hillbilly Thomists 
The Musicians: Brother Jonah (Micah) Teller, BA 
’11, and Brother Simon (Will) Teller, BA ’13, were de-
lighted to discover a shared love of bluegrass and folk music 
with eight other friars from the Dominican House of Studies 
in Washington, D.C.; together, these 10 friars comprise the 
group The Hillbilly Thomists (the name referencing a quote 
from Flannery O’Connor in which she referred to herself 
as such).
In a Nutshell: “People want to sing together,” said the 
Teller brothers. “It’s a moving experience and an incarnation 
of unity in faith; we can extend an offer of faith through 
music.” After its release by Dominicana Records, the group’s 
self-titled album, “Hillbilly Thomists,” quickly became the 
No. 1 best-selling folk-music album on Amazon. Its 12 songs, 
which include bluegrass classics, folk standards and Scotch-
Irish instrumentals, feature banjo, fiddle, guitar, washboard 
and the bodhrán, an Irish drum.
Start Listening: You can find the album on Amazon.com 
or iTunes, and proceeds support the Dominican student 
brothers in Washington, D.C. Read more about the Teller 
brothers, their sister Lucy Teller, BA ’19, and their music at 
udallas.edu/teller-family-musicians.
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WILL YOU ANSWER  
THE CALL? 
Cor ― NOUN: heart; mind/soul/spir-
it; intellect/judgment; sweetheart; 
souls/persons (pl.)
As enrollment grows and academ-
ics excel, your beloved alma mater 
requires continuous care. Starting in 
mid-October, you may have received 
a call from a UD student asking for 
your support of UD’s Cor Fund. Simply 
put, the Cor Fund is the lifeblood (or 
“heart”) of UD. The annual fund largely 
supports all aspects of the university, 
relieving UD’s dependence on tuition 
to meet budgeted operating costs. 
The fund also allows UD to remain 
affordable to students while still 
maintaining a high level of academ- 
ic success. 
“Every gift helps enable UD to keep 
educating students in the pursuit of 
wisdom, truth and virtue,” said Assis-
tant Vice President of Advancement 
Elizabeth Murray.
February 2019 will mark the univer-
sity’s eighth annual Cor Challenge, 
a week-long online giving campaign 
that supports the Cor Fund. As one of 
UD’s foremost fundraising priorities, 
the Cor Fund primarily enables the 
education of our students, 96 percent 
of whom receive scholarships or fi-
nancial assistance. The fund addition-
ally helps UD with bolstering faculty 
research and development as well 
as supporting student development 
through various on-campus initiatives 
and organizations. This year’s Cor 
Fund goal: $1,220,000. To volunteer 
for the upcoming Cor Challenge, 
email annualgiving@udallas.edu or 
call 972-721-5134.
1
2
THE COR FUND
BEGINNING AN ODYSSEY
A Small Endowment  
Has a Huge Impact
With the Odyssey Fund, YOU can make an impactful gift 
to your alma mater. The Odyssey Fund is a permanent 
small endowment that allows you to make a long-term 
gift without donating a large upfront sum.
How do Odyssey Funds benefit UD?
• They support endowment growth in perpetuity.
• They allow you to give in perpetuity.
• They bolster your specific dedications, interests or 
passions, thereby enriching the life of the university.
How do Odyssey Funds work?
• The lower minimum to create an Odyssey Fund is 
$10,000, paid out over the length of the pledge.
• The pledge length is up to five years.
• You can apply for a match from your employer.
• The Odyssey Fund is restricted, which allows you 
to direct it to certain areas at UD that hold special 
meaning for you, such as academic departments, 
athletics or Rome.
• You receive a permanent legacy and  
recognition at UD.
1 To learn more about creating 
your own Odyssey Fund, contact 
the Office of Advancement at 
972-265-5743 or visit udallas.
edu/odyssey-fund.
2 Your Odyssey Fund could sup-
port the Rome Program and by 
extension, students parading in 
togas across the Circus Maximus.
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1970s
University Trustee Bishop Michael 
Duca, BA ’74 MDiv ’78, was des-
ignated by Pope Francis as the 
bishop of Baton Rouge.
1980s
Michael Romano, M.D., BA ’80, 
joined Morehouse School of Med-
icine as senior associate dean for 
clinical affairs and chief medical 
officer at Morehouse Healthcare 
on July 1. 
Linda Stinson, MA ’82 PhD ’85, 
created a bronze sculpture of Na-
tional Museum of Racing Hall of 
Fame rider Julie Krone, which after 
being gifted to the museum by 
Linda and her husband, Michael, 
was unveiled during a private 
ceremony July 18. 
Frederick Nwokedi, MBA ’83, 
participated in “Profiles at the 
Lagoon,” a celebration honoring 
Nigerian literary and creative artists. 
Frederick presented his first work, 
Cascaders in their Wonderland. 
He is currently working on a young 
adult adventure novel.
Sharon Stufflebeme, BA ’83, who 
majored in French and economics, 
has joined global consulting firm 
Protiviti as a managing director in 
its technology consulting practice. 
Bishop Oscar Cantu, BA ’89, was 
named by Pope Francis as coadju-
tor bishop of San Jose, California.
1990s
Jeff Presberg, BA ’92 MA ’06, was 
named principal of St. John the 
Beloved School in McLean, Virginia. 
Ellen Dowd, BA ’93, senior vice 
president of Hitachi Global Solution 
Innovation Business, co-presented 
an executive solution session, “Hi-
tachi Social Innovation: Outcomes 
Through Co-Creation with Cus-
tomers and Oracle,” at the Oracle 
OpenWorld conference. 
Mitch Muncy, MA ’94, launched his 
consulting practice, PROSPERA 
LLC, in 2017 to serve mission-driv-
en organizations and philanthro-
pists. Since then, Mitch has had 
the privilege of working with nearly 
two dozen organizations on a 
range of strategy and manage-
ment challenges. 
SOMETHING NOVEL
Featuring UD faculty book recommendations across 
genres and curricula, voted on and selected by alum-
ni, the Alumni Book Club happens quarterly. The 
chosen professor leads his/her virtual students in an 
hour-long discussion, bringing the classroom to alum-
ni across the U.S. Catch up on past talks and engage 
in future ones at facebook.com/udallasalumni. 
DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS
To Excel in  
Human Endeavor
n May, UD will again celebrate alumni who 
have excelled in their fields and their com-
munities. The 2019 Distinguished Alumni 
are Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, MTS 
’00, Laura Felis Quinn, BS ’86 MBA ’18, 
Judy Kelly, BA ’63, and John Parker, BA 
’83 MBA ’89. 
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, a Neuhoff 
School of Ministry graduate, serves as presi-
dent and CEO of Servant Enterprises Inc., and 
is one of the most sought-after speakers in the 
church today. He is the author of The Mass 
in Sacred Scripture and is a frequent Eternal 
Word Television Network contributor.
University Trustee Laura Felis Quinn has 
served UD in many ways, first on the National 
Alumni Board and now on the board of trust-
ees. Felis Quinn runs a pharmaceutical market 
research consultancy; she and her husband, 
Peter, have been experts in this field for 
nearly 20 years. 
A L U M N I  N E W S
Professor Emerita of Drama Judy Kelly 
founded UD’s Drama Department along with 
her husband, Professor Emeritus Patrick  
Kelly, continuing her career in performing 
arts throughout Dallas/Fort Worth after retir-
ing from UD with award-winning independent 
television productions and art features.
John Parker is the deputy general counsel 
for the Department of Justice in Washington, 
D.C. Prior to that, he served as U.S. attorney 
for the Northern District of Texas.  
Visit udallas.edu/DAA for sponsorship and 
ticket information; sponsorships support the 
Cor Fund. 
The Distinguished Alumni Awards are hosted by the 
National Alumni Board and the DAA committee. All 
alumni and friends of the university are invited to 
attend the celebration, held at the Omni Dallas  
Hotel on Saturday, May 4, 2019.
Class Notes
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Hillsdale College awarded the 
Daugherty Award for Teaching Ex-
cellence to Professor of Philosophy 
and Religion Nathan Schlueter, MA 
’96 PhD ’99, during the college’s 
spring convocation in April. 
Rudy Bush, BA ’97, was promoted 
to deputy editor of editorials at The 
Dallas Morning News.
2000s
Vivian Bradley-Johnson,  
Pharm.D., MBA ’01, was named 
senior vice president of clinical 
services at Parkland Health and 
Hospital System. 
Nubia Torres, BA ’03, was named 
director of immigration and legal 
services for Catholic Charities  
of Dallas.
Randy Garcia, BA ’05 MBA ’08 MS 
’08, was one of 15 “rising stars” cho-
sen by the Texas Society of Certified 
Public Accountants for 2018.
Franciscan Sister Grace Marie 
Horan, BA ’07, made her final vows 
in August 2017 after a decade of 
discernment. She now teaches at 
Central Catholic High School in 
Portland, Oregon. 
Chris Wolfe, BA ’09, and Jonathan 
Polce, S.J., BA ’09, co-authored 
an article for the International 
Philosophical Quarterly journal titled 
“A Response to John Rawls’ Critique 
of Loyola on the Human Good.” The 
article attempts to refute the liberal 
political philosopher John Rawls’ 
criticism of Ignatian spirituality.
2010s
Father Keith Hathaway, BA ’10, is 
featured in North Texas Catholic’s 
video titled “Circuit Rider,” which 
details his weekends as a traveling 
priest for the Diocese of Fort Worth.
Sean McSheffery, BA ’11, a former 
coach in the San Diego Padres 
organization, will enter his first 
season as the head baseball coach 
for the Hendrix College Warriors in 
Conway, Arkansas. 
Brother Quinn Huston, S.J.C., BA ’13, 
professed simple vows of poverty, 
chastity and obedience on the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
on Aug. 15. This marks the third year 
of professing simple vows since he 
entered in June 2014. He resides 
in the Archdiocese of Chicago with 
his community, the Canons Regular 
of St. John Cantius, at their parish 
church of St. John Cantius. 
NEWSWORTHY
“It has been a true privilege and an honor to be 
welcomed into your homes for the broadcasts 
and programs I’ve anchored,” said John 
McCaa, Ph.D., MA ’02. A past recipient of UD's 
Distinguished Alumni Award and one of the 
longest-running news anchors in Dallas/Fort 
Worth, in August McCaa announced his retire-
ment this coming spring from WFAA.
OUR KIDS AT HEART
The Evangelizing Power 
of a Catholic Education
“Bring me a letter of acceptance to a Catholic school, 
and I promise your child will attend.” Father Mark 
Hamlet, BA ’68 MBA ’70, promises this at every Mass. 
The pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Austin, 
he supports Catholic education through his nonprofit 
foundation Our Kids at Heart. 
When Hamlet graduated in 1968, he had no idea he 
would follow UD’s mission of Catholic education. Not 
even the priesthood was on his mind; while he had 
considered the vocation before college, he realized God had other plans. After graduating, he 
married Cynthia (Convers), BA ’68, and they had six children, five of whom attended UD. 
But after Cynthia passed away, Hamlet began to feel again the call to the priesthood. Ordained 
in 2010, in 2012 he was appointed pastor of Sacred Heart.
Undocumented immigrants, high school dropouts, middle-school drug users, teenage 
mothers, unmarried couples struggling to raise families — this was Hamlet’s new parish. At 
the root of these struggles he saw one essential problem: a lack of Catholic schools. “With 
Catholic education, families grow in faith,” he said. “Marriages become stronger as the entire 
family is drawn into the mission; the entire family is richer and stronger. Evangelization is real 
and transformative.” 
He established a nonprofit foundation providing tuition assistance for parish children. It now 
partners with two Austin-area Catholic schools to support over 150 K-12 students. Learn more 
about the foundation at udallas.edu/our-kids-at-heart.
Hamlet has extended his program 
to Catholic university education as 
well, initiating a Memorandum of 
Understanding with UD to support 
first-generation students pursuing 
university degrees. Today, two of 
his parish children attend UD.
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2 Associate Professor 
Dougherty's research inter-
ests include medieval political 
philosophy, constitutionalism 
and American politics, the 
presidency and the American 
founding; he’s been a visiting 
professor in Eichstätt, Germa-
ny. Learn about future EnCore 
events at facebook.com/
udallasalumni.
3 Provost Sanford's areas 
of expertise include ethics, 
Catholic higher education, 
ancient and medieval phi-
losophy, metaphysics, virtue 
theory, social and political 
philosophy, and early phe-
nomenology. You can listen 
to the Antigone discussion, as 
well as the others, by search-
ing “University of Dallas 
Alumni” on SoundCloud.
4 Professor Wolfe's research 
interests include constitu-
tional law, American political 
thought, natural law and 
liberal political theory. From 
major U.S. cities to small, 
quaint towns across the 
Midwest and East Coast 
to even abroad in Rome, 
where will UD's next faculty/
alumni EnCore be held? If 
you're interested in hosting 
or sponsoring EnCore in your 
city, contact Larisa Thelen, 
director of Alumni Relations, 
at lchavez@udallas.edu. 
2
4
GIVING IN PERPETUITY
“The Core curriculum was foundational to my success in 
medical school,” says Trustee Megan Smith, D.O., BA 
’02 MBA ’18. Because of this foundation, she has included 
UD in her estate plan, stipulating only that funds be used 
for the Rome Program; she wants others to know that the 
process is simple and no gift too small.
This past summer, UD’s faculty and the Office 
of Alumni Relations launched EnCore, a traveling 
lecture series in which faculty share knowledge about 
relevant topics of today, reflecting back on the Core 
curriculum, in cities throughout the U.S. 
In June, Provost and Professor of Philosophy J.J. 
Sanford, Ph.D., discussed Sophocles’ Antigone at 
King & Spalding LLP, in Washington, D.C., hosted by 
Justin Torres, BA ’97. Though he teaches philoso-
phy, Sanford chose Antigone, he explained, because of 
the philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre, who claims 
that one must engage in narrative to address moral 
and political philosophy. 
“I felt it was a timely text given the political dis-
course in this country,” said Sanford.
In August, Department Chair, Director of the Poli-
tics Graduate Program and Associate Professor of Pol-
itics Richard Dougherty, MA ’89 PhD ’93, spoke 
in Austin at the Texas State Capitol on Lincoln’s first 
inaugural address — discussing, among other things, 
the larger question addressed by Lincoln on the 
power of government, including our contemporary 
government. Michael Barba, BA ’10, hosted and 
sponsored the lunch from PoK-e-Jo’s Smokehouse.
And in November, Professor of Politics Christo-
pher Wolfe, Ph.D., engaged St. Thomas Aquinas 
and natural law — specifically, in ethics, politics and 
American politics — in Washington, D.C., hosted by 
Mary Devlin Capizzi, BA ’88, at Drinker, Biddle & 
Reath, the firm at which she’s a partner.
The Core, 
Reimagined
Faculty Reframe the Core in  
Fresh Perspectives 1
3
1 The traveling 
lecture series has 
motivated all gen-
erations of alumni 
and members of the 
UD community. At 
the inaugural EnCore 
lecture in Washing-
ton, D.C., alumni, 
parents and current 
students came to-
gether to re-engage 
with UD in the spirit 
of liberal learning.
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A L B U M
1 - John Adamson, BA ’88, 
and Vanessa Vanderpol, BA 
’91, catch up during the Drama 
Department’s 50th anniversary re-
union on Oct. 13 (during Alumni 
and Family Weekend).
2 - David Bridges, BA ’08, 
braves the rain to enjoy dinner on 
the Mall with his family during 
Alumni and Family Weekend after 
traveling from the D.C. area.
3 - From Nov. 9 - Jan. 27, the 
Beatrice M. Haggerty Gallery is 
hosting “Sacred Transmitted,” an 
exhibition of liturgical stained 
glass designs from the archives 
of Emil Frei & Associates, an 
award-winning liturgical stained 
glass design and fabrication studio 
in St. Louis, Missouri.
4 - The annual Alumni and Family 
Weekend “students versus alumni” 
rugby game was officially rained 
out — so past and present ruggers 
scrimmaged in the mud instead.
5 - Due Santi Rosso wine tastings 
were popular AFW events this 
year — a Thursday evening dinner 
at Lamberti’s in Las Colinas, and 
Saturday on campus.
6 - Joseph Galbraith, BS ’18,  
and Paul Lewis, BA ’17, pro-
vided the Friday night musical 
entertainment during Alumni and 
Family Weekend.
7 - Professor Eileen Gregory, 
Ph.D., BA ’68, celebrated with 
her class, the newest Golden Cru-
saders (all classes that graduated 
from UD 50 or more years ago), 
on Friday night during Alumni 
and Family Weekend.
8 - Classes with graduation years 
ending in 3 and 8 celebrated their 
reunions this year; the Class of 
1988 commemorated 30 years. 
On Saturday afternoon, this class 
hosted the Student and Alumni  
Ice Cream Social, which was well 
attended and appreciated by multi-
ple generations of UDers.
9 - The Drama Building (which 
replaced the old building in 2016) 
overflowed during the Drama 
Department’s 50th anniversary 
reunion; Professor Emerita Judy 
Kelly, BA ’63, and Professor 
Emeritus Patrick Kelly hosted, 
with presentations by Associ-
ate Professor of Drama Stefan 
Novinski, M.F.A., BA ’92, and 
current students.
Autumn at UD
From battling record rain for reunions with 
friends and classmates to getting a literal taste 
of the Rome campus and exploring sacred art, 
it’s been a fall to remember here at UD.
26   T O W E R  M A G A Z I N E
2
A L U M N I  N E W S
KNOW THYSELF
“We prepare them to be good Christians who 
know themselves,” said Father James Swift, 
rector of Holy Trinity Seminary since 2014. A 
Kansan by birth, Swift spent the year before com-
ing to Texas leading parish missions in his native 
Midwest; he now uses his experiences to support 
seminarians, many of them UD students, in their 
spiritual preparation.
GENERATIONS OF GENEROSITY 
UD Donor Funded Search  
for St. Peter’s Tomb
ave you ever wondered who was behind the search for and 
excavation of St. Peter’s tomb under the Vatican?
Look no further than one of UD’s own donors, the 
Strake Foundation — formed in 1952 by the late George 
W. and Susan K. Strake. One of their most noteworthy 
charitable gifts helped fund the excavations beneath St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome, where the tomb of St. Peter was found. Today 
visitors to St. Peter’s can tour the excavation site.
A broke wildcatter drilling for oil in a spot everybody had 
deemed unlikely, George Strake Sr. discovered the third-largest 
oilfield in the U.S. and thereby made his fortune in oil. The foun-
dation he and his wife started funds primarily Roman Catholic- 
affiliated associations, including higher and secondary educational 
institutions. It makes awards to organizations located only in 
the U.S., with a preference for Texas; the family hails from the 
Houston area. Strake gave his money away anonymously, funding 
not only the search for St. Peter’s bones but also Pope Pius XII’s 
rescue of Italian Jews during World War II.
A one-time University of Notre Dame classmate of Robert 
“Bob” Sasseen, university president from 1981 to 1995, Strake’s 
son, George Strake Jr., has led the foundation in contributing to 
UD for scholarships, new buildings, library book collections, the Cor 
Fund and Alternative Spring Break, just to name a few.
1
Emily Madden, BA ’15, received the 
University of Wyoming College of 
Law’s Judge Clarence A. Brimmer 
Scholarship for 2018-19. 
Mary Hinze, BA ’18, is a newborn 
screening educator with Kansas De-
partment of Health and Environment.
In Memoriam
Mary Ellen Atzert, BA ’72, passed 
away on Oct. 13 at age 68 in La-
Grange Park, Illinois. She was born in 
Fall River, Massachusetts, to William 
and Mary McGlone. In the mid-’70s 
she moved to Washington, D.C., to 
work for the American Petroleum In-
stitute, and met her husband, Steve, 
there at a St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
parish meeting in 1977. She and 
Steve were married at St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral on July 15, 1978. Mary 
Ellen taught in Catholic schools 
for many years. She loved to travel, 
enjoyed doing pastels and watercolor, 
and was an avid reader and knitter; 
she also loved her cats, chickens and 
rabbits. She was preceded in death 
by her parents and younger sister 
Ann, and is survived by her husband, 
children Maria, Peter, Clare, Charles 
and Joseph, and niece Eileen.
Steve T. Landregan, MA '73, a long-
time editor of The Texas Catholic 
and beloved member of the UD com-
munity, passed away on Sunday, 
Nov. 25, while visiting family in Phoe-
nix. He served the Diocese of Dallas 
for more than 50 years and retired 
in 2016. Steve is survived by his 
wife, Barbara Landregan, MPM ’03, 
eight children including his alumnae 
daughters Genevieve Landregan, 
BA ’77, and Deborah Landregan, 
BA ’76, 15 grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. The Landre-
gans helped found and develop UD’s 
Neuhoff School of Ministry as well 
as the annual Landregan Lecture 
Series. Read more about this author, 
archivist and stalwart UD supporter 
at udallas.edu/steve-landregan.
Eric McLuhan, MA ’79 PhD ’82,  
passed away suddenly on May 
17 at age 76 after losing con-
sciousness in his hotel room in 
Bogota, Colombia, following an 
academic visit to the Universidad 
de la Sabana. He had delivered the 
inaugural lecture for the Doctorate 
in Communication program at the 
university; titled “Media Ecology 
in the 21st Century,” it was very 
well-received. He was a scholar 
and a religious humanist, continu-
ing his scholarship, research and 
writing until the end. An interna-
tionally known and award-winning 
lecturer on communication and 
media, Eric had over 40 years’ 
teaching experience in subjects PH
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1 “It’s all impossible — 
impossible people in an im-
possible story,” said John 
O’Neill, who mentions the 
Strake family in his 2018 
book The Fisherman’s Tomb 
— inspired by his 2007 trip 
to the Vatican excavation 
site where St. Peter’s 
bones were buried — in a 
March interview with Our 
Sunday Visitor. 
2 George Strake Sr. holding 
one of his papal honors.
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Roman Renewal
On Monday, Aug. 27, the Roman branch of the UD  
community, including major donors, university trustees 
and the newly arrived fall Romers, gathered for a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on the Eugene Constantin 
Campus (better known by many, of course, as Due 
Santi). With Mass, speeches, a reception and, naturally, 
oversized scissors, the event celebrated the comple-
tion of four projects, including additional housing in 
the form of La Casa di Zach Lontano da Casa, a new 
walkway on Hatlie Hill, expanded dining in the mensa 
and a new soccer field.
(Friday) Night Lights
Meanwhile, on Friday, Sept. 7, on the stateside campus, 
the first soccer matches were scheduled on the newly 
renovated field under the lights installed over the 
summer, with the men to play Johnson & Wales and 
the women Millsaps College — and a reception in a 
tent near the fields to celebrate all the work that went 
into this endeavor and the generosity of all of those 
who made it possible. While the games were rained out, 
the reception proved a rollicking party (and the games 
occurred the next day). And many games and practices 
have (triumphantly) been held under the lights since.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Events are subject to change. Stay up to date on UD’s alumni social media channels.
ranging from high-speed reading 
techniques and literature to com-
munication theory, media, culture 
and Egyptology. His son Andrew 
was with him when he died.
Mercedes Olivera, BA ’72, passed 
away on June 29 at age 69 after 
a long battle with cancer. A Dallas 
native, she was a longtime Latino 
columnist for the Dallas Morning 
News; her column launched in 
1975, and the last one ran on June 
10, 2017 — one of the longest-run-
ning columns devoted to Latino 
issues in a major metropolitan 
newspaper. As a 1996 Fulbright 
Scholar, Mercedes taught com-
munications and did field work in 
Veracruz and Chiapas, Mexico, as 
well as pursued anthropological 
studies. While teaching journalism 
classes at Texas Christian Univer-
sity, she met Andrew Haskett, her 
husband of nearly 20 years, who 
taught courses in film, television 
and digital media. According to her 
daughter, Monica Olivera Hazelton, 
Mercedes was passionate about 
giving back to the community 
because of the example set by her 
mother and grandmother, both ac-
tive community leaders. “She spoke 
out on behalf of Latinos because 
she knew there weren't a lot of 
people who could," said Monica.
Webb Sowden Jr., former university 
trustee, passed away on Aug. 18 at 
age 83. Webb was born in Dallas 
on May 20, 1935, the first of four 
boys, to Webb and Lucille McEvoy 
Sowden. Webb graduated with 
honors from the University of Texas 
at Austin with an MBA in business 
and engineering in 1957, then did a 
stint in the U.S. Army, rising to the 
rank of captain. He had a successful 
business career and was very active 
in the Catholic community, raising 
his four children with his wife, Terry, 
in the Catholic faith. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, his brother 
Charles McEvoy Sowden and his 
daughter Kimberly Anne Sowden. 
He is survived by wife, Terry; his son, 
Kip, and Kip’s wife, Marinelle; his 
daughter Kerry Maguire and Kerry’s 
husband, Kevin; his daughter Crozier 
Kimzey and Crozier’s husband, Paul; 
his brother Richard and Richard’s 
wife, Camille; and his brother William 
Robert and William’s wife, Cathy. He 
is additionally survived by 10 grand-
children (who knew him as “Pops”) 
and many nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces, grandnephews and cousins. 
Webb loved to travel and take his 
children and grandchildren on great 
adventures; he was a mentor and 
inspiration to all who knew him.
GROUNDHOG 
Gather together 
for a night of 
celebration and 
camaraderie. 
Get your tickets 
at udallas.edu/
groundhog.
20TH ANNUAL 
LANDREGAN 
LECTURE 
Engage in 
discussion on 
“The Ghosts of 
Churches Past.” 
Visit udallas.
edu/landregan.
COR  
CHALLENGE
Challenge your 
classmates to 
support the 
Cor Fund. Visit 
udallas.edu/
cor-challenge.
McDERMOTT 
LECTURE
Join Anthony 
Doerr as he 
discusses his 
Pulitzer-winning 
novel. Visit 
udallas.edu/
McDermott.
DAA DINNER
Celebrate the 
Distinguished 
Alumni awardees 
at the Omni. 
Visit udallas.edu/
DAA.
1
2
Influencing Eternity
“Due Santi,” our pastoral European campus (officially the Eugene 
Constantin Campus), is nestled in the lush, rolling countryside outside 
Rome, Italy — and our planned giving society shares the name of this 
idyllic location, honoring Saints Peter and Paul. UD established the Due 
Santi Society in 2007 to recognize the extraordinary generosity of alum-
ni, parents, faculty, staff and friends who have thoughtfully provided for 
the university through their financial and estate plans.
The late Professor Emerita of Education Cherie Clodfelter was one 
of these. As she said, “I believe teaching is a calling that can influence 
eternity.”
You, too, can influence eternity — or at least UD in perpetuity. Create 
your own legacy, and become a member of the Due Santi Society. To 
learn more, contact Assistant Vice President of Advancement Elizabeth 
Murray at 972-721-5133 or emurray@udallas.edu.
1 These serene sur-
roundings provide a 
comfortable environ-
ment for study and 
contemplation.
2 Clodfelter set 
up the Clodfelter 
Endowed Scholarship 
for interdisciplinary 
studies students.
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How do you use the liberal arts in your daily professional 
or personal life?
Associate Professor of History 
Kelly Gibson, Ph.D., enjoys 
participating in archaeological 
excavations and applying 
interdisciplinary approaches to 
her research and teaching, with 
her recent work utilizing saints’ 
lives to uncover ideas about doctrine, emotions, 
kingship and monastic practice.
Due to the relative scarcity of written sources, archaeology and 
science help create a more complete view of medieval life. This 
illustrates applications of techniques learned in science classes and 
encourages thinking about broad connections such as the relation-
ship between the environment and politics, society, and the econ-
omy. Innovative research usually comes from new interpretations 
of written sources rather than from discovery of new sources. This 
incorporates approaches from the study of literature and languages 
and involves considering the significance of each individual word. 
For instance, mentions of emotion show the emotions that authors 
viewed as appropriate or inappropriate in a given situation and how 
they evoked these behavioral norms to make arguments. My current 
research focuses on the rewriting of earlier historical narratives. 
Examining how authors used earlier sources for their own purposes 
shows how much perspective shapes information, which is relevant 
to all sources, even today’s news.
Michael Benoit, BA ’12, ma-
jored in philosophy at UD and 
is now pursuing an MBA at the 
University of Texas at Dallas; he 
has just taken a job with Ray-
theon’s Supply Chain Leadership 
Development Program.
Every day I grow more and more grateful for my liberal arts educa-
tion. In my professional life and in business school, it has encouraged 
me to push to understand the “big picture” behind whatever issue 
I’m examining, and to consider the far-reaching consequences of de-
cisions that I make. Reading and discussing philosophy, in particular, 
taught me the importance of clarifying my own thoughts and helping 
others to clarify theirs. It has enabled me to bring value in the profes-
sional sphere by acting as a facilitator of communication who helps 
different people speak the same language. In my personal life, UD’s 
liberal arts education has allowed me to step back from my profes-
sional career, and consider it in the context of the kind of vocation I 
am called to live. It has helped keep me on track in pursuing the true, 
the good, and the beautiful.
Cristina Goerdt, BA ’20, is 
a history and politics double 
major who plans to become a 
journalist; she had an internship 
at the U.S. Embassy in The 
Hague, the Netherlands, this 
past summer.
The liberal arts permeate every aspect of my life because they 
challenge me to look beyond the surface of things. The study and 
application of the liberal arts inspire me to pursue truth, beauty and 
goodness in all things, from my articles in the student newspaper 
to my coursework to becoming a better teammate. The liberal arts 
form both the mind and the soul, instilling virtue in the formation of 
the intellect. In their diversity, I am called to broaden my horizons 
and engage in a creative, multidisciplinary dialogue that helps me 
become a better problem-solver, researcher and, as we say at UD, 
independent thinker.
Office of Advancement
1845 E Northgate Drive
Irving, TX 75062-4736
2018. Today Groundhog Day at UD involves the Party in 
the Park — which actually takes place on campus — as 
well as a 5K, Powderpuff Football and more, with the 
bubbly Groundhog happily shadow-seeking through it all. 
Get your 2019 tickets at udallas.edu/groundhog.
NOW & T H E N
1963. UD’s favorite tradition centering on the day a certain mammal seeks 
its shadow, thereby predicting how soon spring will come, gave rise to 
our unofficial mascot: the Groundhog. While the Groundhog costume has 
undergone a few incarnations through the ages, his/her happy-go-lucky 
persona has remained steadfast. 
S A V E  T H E  D A T E
GROUNDHOG 2019
FEBRUARY 2
udallas.edu/groundhog
